At last came a very happy day, and an event transpired - in large
part due to the lively Interest in the Fraternity slways maintained by
Percy Thomsoﬁ who graduated in 1897 and with whom Sigma Chi was a fetish,
if not indeed a religion (although his father was a pregiding elder of the
Methodist Church, Percy was never s church member and claimed that his only
Church was Sigma Chi and the only altar at which he worshipped was the one .
lighted in the Chapter Room). Perey, who lived for meny years in the vieini-
ty of the Universlity campus, discovered that a private residence, located
nesr the corner of Adams Street and Ellendale Place, was vacant énd had bcun' 1
for some time. The house was unlock.ed and "exposed to vaiéxdaiism" ‘iaaliz——
ing that this would result in aerieus damage to the house, the Chapter, unml'.
der Perey's tutelsge, moved in and occupled it for z long period of time
without paying either rent or texes. After two or three'#e&ra of dccnﬁaney
on this cogvenient working plen, & friendly and weaeeablé ar:&ngaﬁent uns-‘
made with the owner to pay a modest rent for & wnile. |

Bconomic conditions were very bad from 1893 until 1508 or 1909, end
the affairs and membership of the Alpha Upsilon Chapter were at & very low
ebb. At one time the active membership consisted of one man, Hirém B.
Tebbetts, of the Class of 1900, and sbout this time there was quite an agi-
tation in the Grand Chapter in fevor of revoking Alphs Upsilon's Charter.
As 1t happened, Percy Thomson attended the Grand Chapter, and made practi-
eally a one-nan campaign fight against the revocation of the charter. In
this he was successful, and both Sigma Chi Fraternity aznd the Alpha Upsilon
Chapter owe him a never-to-be-repaid debt of gratitude.

Following this action, the activity of the Chapter snd the University
were greatly stimulated by better times, the growth of Los #ngeles, znd a
renewed interest in many quarters. By way of illustration: Ihere were only

two Sigma Chis in the Class of 1908; two in 1904; four in 1905; three in

19063 fifteen in 1807; twelve in 1909; fifteen in 1810, and from then on 2




